
 

Pastoral Leadership Team 
 Rev. Dennis A. Suglia, Pastor  

 Deacon Joseph Mystkowski 

 Deacon Frank Rivera 

 Deacon George Riegger, Retired  

 Theresa Ellner, Business Manager                     

 Michael Lofaro, Administrator, 

     Faith Formation  

 Frances McMahon, Director, 

     Faith Formation & Music Ministers  

 Justin McMahon, Director, 

     Parish Social Ministry  

 Lori Zito, Director,  

    Parish Ministries & Events      

Eucharist:   
Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7:30am, 9am & 11am.  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday @ 

8:30am in the Parish Center. Rosary recitation 

begins at 8:15am before morning Mass. Holy 

Days as announced. 
 

Baptisms:   
Celebrated on pre-determined Sunday 

afternoons. Prior to making plans, call Parish 

Center for Baptism dates, for preparation class 

dates, and important information regarding 

Godparents. 
 

Reconciliation/Confession : 

For those seeking spiritual healing.   

Saturday: 4:00 to 4:30 pm in the Sacristy or by 

appointment 631-475-4506, Ext. 101 or email 

dsuglia@drvc.org   
 

Confirmation:   
In the Fall for the youth of the parish.  Adults 

and young adults can also be confirmed at 

Pentecost.  Please call the Faith Formation 

Office 631-475-4506, Ext. 118. 
 

Marriage: 

Friday @ 3, 4:30, 6pm; Saturday @ 11:00am, 

12:30pm, & 2:00pm.  Arrangements must be 

made one year prior to the requested date.  

Please be aware that all the Sacraments of  

Initiation should have been celebrated prior to 

the requested wedding date and Pre-Cana 

preparation is required. No plans should be 

made prior to meeting with a priest or deacon. 
 

Anointing of the Sick: & Dying:   
For those needing surgery or serious medical 

treatment.  Every second Friday of the month 

@ 8:30am Mass, or call the Rectory at        

631-475-0418 any time.     

St. Sylvester R. C. Church 
68 Ohio Avenue, Medford, NY  11763 

www.stsylvesterli.org 

(631) 475-4506 

A community praying, growing, serving & welcoming in Jesus Christ. 

September 8, 2019                                           
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time     

...anyone of you who does not  
renounce all his possessions  

cannot be my disciple.”   
Luke 14:33 



 

Parish Office: (631) 475-4506, ext 101;  Fax (631) 475-1057; email: parishoffice@stsylvesterli.org 
Mon. Tues. & Wed. 9am-12 & 1-8:30pm; Thurs. & Fri.. 9am-12pm & 1-5pm; Sun. 9:30am-
12:30pm.    
  

 

Faith Formation Office: (631) 475-4506, ext. 118; email:  faithformation@stsylvesterli.org 
Please call (631)475-4506, ext. 118 to make an appointment and we will be happy to serve you! 
 

 

Parish Social Ministry at Clare House: (631) 475-4506, ext. 122;  Fax  (631) 475-6058 
Mon. 10am - 3pm ; Wed 10am - 3pm  & 4pm - 7pm ;  Fri. 10am - 12pm 
  

 

Thrift Shop: (631) 475-4506, ext. 124;  Tu, Wed & Th ~ 10am - 3pm;  Sat ~ 10am - 1pm  

HELP PROTECT OUR CHILDREN 
TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE involving diocesan personnel, priests, deacons, teachers, employees or volunteers at schools or churches in the  Diocese of Rockville Centre, please call our confidential 

hotline number at 1-516-594-9063 and speak with Mary McMahon, LCSW, Director.  

 

 IF YOU SUSPECT a child or vulnerable adult is being—or has been abused, call the New York State Hotline phone number:  1-800-342-3720 

 

 If you suspect someone is in immediate danger, call 911. 

Office Information 

Visit our website at: www.stsylvesterli.org 

 

Saturday, September 7, 2019 
5:00pm Michael McGinley 
 Martha Nicastro 
 Christine Carpentieri 
 Arthur Rupp 
 James O’Connell 
 Marie & Luigi Russo 
 
Sunday, September 8, 2019 
7:30am       Thomas Clark 
9:00am       Nancy & Lenny Rich 
11:00am     Daryl Farnsworth 
 
Monday, September 9, 2019 
8:30am The People of St. Sylvester 
 
Tuesday, September 10, 2019 
8:30am Joan Ansbach 
 
Thursday, September 12, 2019 
8:30am Vincent Mucci 
 
Friday, September 13, 2019 
8:30am Jeannette Soto Gonzalez 
 
Saturday, September 14 2019 
5:00pm Maria Beslanovics 
 Living & Deceased Members of the 
  Matteo, Caravana & Confessore Families 
 Thomas Boffardi 
 Anatoly Kolbun 
 Andrea Komorowski 
 Dean Foster 
    
Sunday, September  15, 2019 
7:30am Louis & Antoinette Coppolecchia 
9:00am Catherine T. Hines (1st Anniversary) 
11:00am Donald Tierney 

We Pray 
 
In order to keep our Sick List up to date, we will 

remove all names at the end of each month.      
Simply call or email the Parish Office if you 

wish to place someone on the list.  Please        
remember that for the sake of privacy, this      

request must be made by either the sick person 
him/herself, or by an immediate family member. 

 

We pray for all who are sick, especially . . . 
 

 Agnes Cantarelli, Andy Magyar, Baby Emma Connolly,  
Lucy Jimenez Garzon, Frank Cayea,, Joan McGrattan, 
Elizabeth Pagano, Anne Ripi, Bill Berger, Bill Valentin,  
Evelyn Valentin, Brian Mullins., Chong Skladel, Marie 
Robbins. 

We pray for all those who have died, especially: 

Guido Belluzzi, George J. Smith and Rosalba Sullivan. 

Knights of Columbus 9-11 Service 
 

The Knights of Columbus 
will be having a 9-11      
service this Wednesday, 
September 11th at the 
Medford Train Station. 
They will gather at 5pm, 

and begin promptly at 6pm. The service is open 
to all who wish to come to pray and remember. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fs3-media1.fl.yelpcdn.com%2Fbphoto%2FNtGSNNxRw0rVsCJKxmm4Pw%2Fo.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yelp.com%2Fbiz_photos%2Fswag-antiques-las-vegas%3Fselect%3DNtGSNNxRw0rVsCJKxmm4Pw&docid=Gvj5cuiVYcJr3M&tbnid


Pastor’s Column 

SS Medford 

23nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The Following is reprinted from September 13, 2013 from Saint Aidan’s in Williston Park.  The author is Msgr. James McDonald 
who passed away last year.  He was a great teacher and mentor and here is a great exposition on the importance of parent’s teaching 
their children about God and the Eucharist.  Fr. DAS 

THE WISE FATHER  

September 8, 2019 

 

It happened right here at St. Aidan’s this past Sunday 

at the evening Mass. I was distributing Holy Commun-

ion at the cut in the center aisle. A young man with his 

son in his arms came up to receive. The little boy was 

about three and just before he received his father said 

to him: “That’s Jesus.” Was I impressed! For one thing 

the father was at Mass and for another he took the op-

portunity to teach a point of faith to his child. Now 

you might say that the little boy really didn’t under-

stand too much. Nevertheless, at a very early age he 

was learning that his father went to church and I imag-

ine there is some conversation at home about God. 

That father is doing a fantastic job. There are a lot of 

other people like that in our parish. If you have a good 

memory, you might recall the woman who was going 

over the Mass readings with her child before Mass. 

People like this understand that parents are the first 

teachers of religion to their children. I am so happy 

when I see parents with their young kids at Mass and 

every so often I thank the parents for being such good 

Catholics.  

 

The center of the Catholic faith is the Sacrifice of the 

Mass and the Holy Eucharist. We know that the Mass 

is no mere ceremony or ritual. Rather it is the actual 

renewal of the Death and Resurrection of Christ taking 

place in our midst. The truth is whenever we are at 

Mass we are actually at Calvary and the great reality is 

that we actually receive the very Body and Blood of 

Jesus Christ at communion. I have often felt (and the 

conviction grows stronger all the time) that the Dogma 

of the Real Presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist 

needs to be constantly taught, explained and empha-

sized with enthusiasm.  

 

In recent years there have been surveys that indicated 

that any number of Catholics have very deficient 

views or beliefs about the Holy Eucharist. Some of 

these surveys have told us that many have the idea that 

the Eucharist is merely a symbol of Christ but is not 

Christ Himself. This, of course, would be absolutely 

false and contrary to the faith of the Church through 

the centuries. The Catholic Church solemnly teaches 

that Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal  Son of God, is 

really, truly and substantially present in the  

 

 

Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. This was made espe-

cially clear at the Council of Trent which was held 

after the Protestant Reformation (1545-1563.) The 

Catholic Church wanted there to be no doubt about the 

reality of Christ’s presence in the Eucharist. This was 

far too important and there could be no ambiguity 

whatsoever.  

 

It is not surprising; however, that many people have 

difficulty believing in the Holy Eucharist. In St. John‘s 

Gospel, chapter 6, we read that Jesus promised the 

crowds who surrounded him that he would give them 

his flesh to eat and his blood to drink. Many could not 

accept this at all and left Jesus. As a matter of fact, St. 

John tells us that: “When many of his disciples heard 

it, they said, ‘This is a hard saying; who can listen to 

it?’” (John 6:60.) The result of this solemn proclama-

tion of Our Lord was that many walked away— they 

could not and would not believe. Jesus let them go. He 

would not compromise on the Eucharist. An English 

Jesuit ( I think it was Father C.C. Martindale) wisely 

said: “The business of the Catholic Church is to get 

people to go to Mass.” He hit the nail on the head! 

Once you start praying the Mass and receiving Holy 

Communion, you become more and more like Christ 

and grow in charity. You begin to live the Gospel 

more and more. That is why we have so many celebra-

tions of Holy Mass at St. Aidan’s—to give people 

every possible opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in His 

sacrifice and sacrament.  

 

I admire that dad who told his son about Jesus last 

Sunday and I encourage all teachers of religion and 

parents and grandparents to follow his example and 

teach the Eucharist over and over again. It is the great-

est treasure of our Catholic faith!  

 

In Jesus and Mary,  

James M. McDonald  



  
The Readings for the Week can be found on our 

parish website home page by clicking on the “Daily 

Readings” button.  You may also access the readings 

for the month  directly from the USCCB website, 

www.USCCB.org .  Simply click a date on their 

Daily Readings Calendar to bring up the readings for 

that particular day. 

The Catholic University of America  

Collection 
 

The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. 

  
Now, more than ever, the University is strategically positioned 

to pave the way forward and help the laity play a significant 

role in healing. 

  
Through hosting a conference series focused on laity response, 

and in creating an Institute for Diocesan Excellence in Ad-

ministration (IDEA) where lay scholars and professionals can 

support clergy by providing expertise and accountability, 

Catholic University will serve as a springboard in renewing 

and strengthening Catholicism in our country. 

Your support of the National Collection will help us solve 

issues within the Church and educate graduates who will leave 

campus ready to impact the Church, the nation, and the world. 

We appreciate your generosity. 

  
Colecta para La Universidad  

Católica de América 
 

La Universidad Católica de América en Washington, DC 

  

Ahora, más que nunca, la Universidad está estratégicamente 

posicionada para allanar el camino y ayudar a los laicos a de-

sempeñar un papel importante en curación. 

Al organizar una serie de conferencias centradas en la re-

spuesta de los laicos, y al crear un Instituto para la Excelencia 

Diocesana en Administración (IDEA) donde académicos y 

profesionales laicos pueden apoyar al clero proporcionando 

experiencia y responsabilidad, la Universidad Católica servirá 

como un trampolín para renovar y fortalecer el catolicismo en 

nuestro país. 

Su apoyo a la Colección Nacional nos ayudará a resolver prob-

lemas dentro de la Iglesia y educar a los graduados que dejarán 

la escuela listos para impactar a la Iglesia, la nación y el 

 
With the arrival of autumn, I'd like to invite you to join 

Faith Direct, our parish's electronic giving program. Our 

to-do lists can get lengthy during this season, but Faith 

Direct's eGiving program will give you one less thing to 

remember each week--no more envelopes to find before you go to Mass. 

 

You can either go online to faith.direct/NY285 or text the word ENROLL to (631-201-5922) 

Thank you for your prayerful support of St. Sylvester. 

 

God Bless You, 

Fr. Suglia  





Are you being called to lead the community in sung prayer? 
Do you like to sing...play an instrument… 

or just like to praise God in song? 
Come join the 5:00 p.m. Mass Choir 

No commitment needed...just try it out! 
We regularly practice at 4:00 p.m. right before Mass on Saturdays. 

If you are not sure or have questions,  
feel free to stop by after the 5 p.m. Mass and speak with Greg Wilson. 

Sunday September 15, 2019 at the  
11:00 a.m. Mass  

Fr. Suglia will be blessing backpacks! 
All children are welcome! 

Please bring your backpack with you! 





 

On-Line Registration Has Been Extended  
Until September 30, 2019! 

 

Please go to www.stsylvesterli.org and click on 

Faith Formation and then Registration. 
 

If you are interested in serving as a  

Teacher/Catechist,  

please call 631-475-4506 X 118  

or email  

faithformation@stsylvesterli.org  
 

In the fall, we will have the  

following opportunities for Teachers/Catechists: 
 

Level 4 ~  Mondays 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 
 

Level 5 ~  Tuesday 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 
 

Level 6 ~ Tuesday 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.  

                    Wednesday 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 
 

LEVEL 8 
Level 8 Confirmation classes begin Wednes-

day September 11th at 6:50PM in the church 

Parish Social Ministry 

All Are Welcome!!!! 
Did you know that we have an  

Individualized Faith Formation Program 
for children with special needs? 

 

If your child has special needs, and has been  

diagnosed with: 

Autism 

ADD or ADHD 

Reading Disability 

Cognitive Speech Delay 

ODD or Other Behavioral Concerns 

Sensory Processing Disorder 

Other Health Impairment 
 

 ....please know that there is a place for your child  

in the St. Sylvester Faith Formation and  

Sacramental Program.  We have been blessed with 

volunteers who are educated and experienced in 

working with children with special needs  

and their families.   

Please call the Faith Formation office at  

631-475-4506, Ext 118  

so that we can help in placing your child in the class 

that will be most beneficial for them. 

Faith Formation 



Stewardship 

Gifts of Treasure 

September 1, 2019 
Regular ~ $8,571 

Renovation ~ $435 

 Solar ~ $ 56 

Catholic Ministries Appeal 2019 
Designated Goal:                          $65,800.00 

Amount Pledged to Date:               $40,780.00 

% of Goal Pledged to Date:                   62%  

Number of Donors to Date:                  142 

 Your donation can make a difference! 

 Make checks payable to: Catholic Ministries Appeal 

 
Parish: St. Sylvester Church 
 
Name: _____________________________ 
  
Address: _______________________________ 
 
                _______________________________ 
 Phone: ________________________________ 
  

Please place in collection basket  
or return to the Parish Center.  Thank you. 

Called to Evangelize    Formation      Hospitality          Prayer              Service 

Reflection 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus helps us to under-

stand what really matters.  Put God first in 

your life and never let any possession come 

between you and Him. 
  
Living Stewardship…Formation 
Take time out of your week to listen to what 

God has to say to you.  Spend some quiet 

time in front of the Tabernacle and just listen 

to God’s counsel. 

CHRISTMAS ALREADY? 

 
Believe it our not, we are already 

planning for this year’s Holiday Fair 

on November 16th & 17th! 
 
Our Crafters are already meeting to create items 

to sell at our Fair and we welcome handcrafted 

donations from parishioners.     
 
We are also looking for those who are interested 

in helping out at this year’s Holiday Fair with our 

Raffle Tables, Christmas Café and Granny’s Attic 

areas.  If you are looking for a fun way to get  

involved here in the parish, this is it!   
 
Interested in being one of our volunteer elves 

this November? Please contact Lori Zito in the 

Parish Ministry & Events Office by calling 631-

475-4506, ext. 115 or by emailing to 

lzito@stsylvesterli.org. 

 

P.S. ~ Gently used items for Granny’s Attic will 

be accepted from November 8th through 14th 

ONLY.  No TV’s please. 

 

We have also now begun accepting   

donations of new items, event & movie 

tickets, gift cards, etc. for our popular 

Holiday Fair raffle baskets. 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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What’s Happening? 

 

Prayer Groups 
 

Please see the Website for more details  

for Prayer Group Meetings 
  

Holy Hour & Adoration 

2nd Friday of the month ~ 8pm ~ WR 
  

Charismatic Prayer Group 

1st, 3rd & 4th Fridays of the month ~ 8pm  

Worship Room 
  

Women’s Prayer Group 

3rd Monday of the month~ 7pm ~ EW 
  

Legion of Mary 

Tuesdays ~ 1:30pm ~ Room 8 
  

Spanish Legion of Mary 

 Wednesdays ~ 5:45pm ~ Room 9   

 

Third Order of Carmelites 

3rd Friday of the month  Mass ~ 7pm  

Worship Room Meeting ~ 8pm ~ East Wing  
 

First Saturday Devotion 

First Saturday of the Month 9am to 10 am Worship Room 

Support Groups 
 

Al-Anon 
Meets every Thursday 9:30am to 12:00pm 

 

Compassionate Friends  
(For those who have experienced the loss of a child) 

Second Friday of the Month at 7:30pm to 10:00pm 
 

Over-Eaters Anonymous  
Will return in the fall. 

 

Divorced & Separated Support 
 

If you are going through the pain of marital  

separation or divorce, we have a parishioner with a 

degree in psychology and a background in social 

work who will be happy to meet with you here in the 

Parish Center to support you at this difficult time.  

Please contact our Parish  Social Ministry Office at 

Ext. 122 if you would like to set up an appointment. 

Get Involved! 
 

Drawing Class   
Mondays 10am to 12pm East Wing  

 

Art Class  
Tuesdays 9am to 12pm Patricia Desmond Hall 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
First Wednesday of the Month 10:30am to 12pm in 

the East Wing  

 

Art Class  
Saturdays 9am to 12pm Patricia Desmond Hall  

 

Senior Circle of Friends 
Second and Fourth Fridays of the Month 

12:30pm to 3:30pm  

 

Hail Mary! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Father Suglia has said that since the Novena   

leading up to the Assumption of Our Lady 

was so well received, he has decided to   

continue saying the rosary beginning at 

8:15am before the daily Mass  

for the foreseeable future. 
 

Please continue to join fellow parishioners in 

saying the rosary at 8:15am in the  

Parish Center Worship Room  

before daily Mass. 






